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For the purpose of answering the many inquiries made, 
respecting the North Western Piedmont section of Western 
North Carolina, the following pages have been published. 

Such information only as is calculated to present plainly, 
and without exaggeration, the true condition of this section 
of the State, and to lay before inquirers an honest picture, 
without false coloring, has been the purpose in the prepara- 
tion of this pamplilet. 

The publication of highly colored deseriptions—leading 
those seeking information to believe that this country is an 
Eden, where every manner of fruit and thing necessary for 
the life and comfort of man, hang in profuse clusters from 
each limb, or spring up spontaneously from the generous soil 
—can only lead to disappointment, and produce a_ revulsion 
of sentiment, otherwise favorable, on the part of those de- 
siring honest information touching this, hitherto but par- 
tially known, section. 

The writer can only add here, briefly, that nature has done 
everything to make this country healthfull and attractive— 
man alone has been derelict. Therefore come among us. 
Share with us that which nature has so lavishly bestowed, 
and help us develop this lovely country—fill up our waste 
and vacant places, help us to explore and develop the rich 
mineral treasures of our grand mountains, and utilize and 
make valuable the wonderful variety of timber that is, year 
by year, being destroyed by the woodman’s axe and burned 
upon the fields as rubish. 

Letters addressed to this oflice will command our prompt 
attention, and reliable information will cheerfully be given. 

The writer refers to the Judges of the Circuit Courts of the 
State ; the Judges of the Supreme Court; the Judges of the 
Dis’t. Federal Courts, Eastern and Western ; the Attorney 
General of the State, and Gov, A. M. Scales. 


Respectfully, 
P. J. SINCLAIR, 
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WESTERN NOLTH CAROLINA. 

The valley of the upper Catawba in Western North Carolina, 
is bounded on the North and West by the Blue Ridge chain of 
mountains and on the South, by the South mountain chain, a 
spur of the Blue Itidge. 

‘I'he “Catawba” river, the native home of the grape of 
that uame, finds its source in the Blue Ridge chain of mountains, 
near the West boundary of McDowell County, sume miles S. W. 
of the town of Marion, (the county seat,) and winding its way 
through fertile, alluvial flat lands the productive qualities of 
Which, are not surpassed in any country, approaches the town 
of Marion at a distance of about two miles, due West, then cur- 
ves to the North, and returns to the east below the town, main- 
taining about the same distance trom Marion, until it unites and 
furms a junction with the North Catawba, two miles East of 


Lhe town, Immediately at the base of Linville mountain, a spur 


of the Blue Ridge, rising about 3.000 teet above sea level, and 
running South trom the main chain a little East of South a dis- 
tance of twenty miles. The bead waters of this mountain, on 
the West base of the main range, forms tbe North Catawba, 
which fertilizes the rich valley of the same name, extending a 
distance of twenty miles Kast of North through a country that 
may well be called the “Garden of Western North Carolina.” 

Ybe first railroad built through this section the ‘Western 
North Carolina” is still in process of construction, and uncom- 
pleted, only till a few years ago was it extended tbrough Me- 
Dowell County, so that this section, for tbis and many otber 
reasons, bas been and still is, comparatively a new country, and 
unexplored by the mass of our country men, who are pressing 
forward to the great West to develop by tbeir capital, muscle, 
skill and intelligence, a country not balf suv inviting and ata 
greater distance from the places of their nativity. -Perbaps no 
section of our country felt more keenly tbe blighting eifects 
that closed the bloody drama of 1561-65, so far us the march of 
material progress and development is concerned. 

Asa rural population, it is true, engaged in tilling the soil for 
a lively-hood, this section did not suifer for, nor want the com- 
mon necessaries of life, in this respect they were independ- 
ent, but their wealth or substance consisting in land, which 
being inaccessible by reason of our isolation, bad roads and 
inconvenience of conveyance, and without the labor that 
could produce from their acreage a paying surplus, and even 
it produced, no means of transportation, these and like dis- 


couraging obstacles, at the close of the war, begat a spirit of 


indifference to a great extent among the native population, 
while the universal desolation that reigned among a disheart- 
ened and pennyless people, repelled, rather than encouraged 
strangers to settle in our midst, although the few who did 
come here remain and are highly pleased with their sur- 
roundings. For some years after the close of the war, for 
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various reasons not necessary to enumerate here, our impoy- 
erished section remained unexplored and unknown to our 
more favored friends snd countrymen in the North. The 
unfortunate estrangement mi iking each distrustful of the 
other, no material advancement, of a decided character, was 
visible until within the past two years, when mutual distrus: 
gave way to mutual confidence that has had a happy intiu- 
ence and beneficial effect, very decidedly perceptible, and 

vastly advantageous to our own native population and to 
those who have taken up their residence with us. 

To no section of our country has attention more deservedly 
been enlisted than to Western North Corolina, justly named 
the “Land of the Sky” by the pen ofone of North Carolina’s 
fairest, most talented and versatile danehters, the gifted 
Cunisttan Rei,” and certainly from every aspect in| which 
this section may be viewed; whether as the home of. the 
afflicted, seeking health, or the tourist secking pleasure, no 
other spot combines so many attractions, such a fine climate, 
air so pure and invigorating, and scenery so charming, so 
grand and picturesque. In confirmation of this we refer 
with pleasure to short articles, written by eminent pliysi- 
cians published herewith, 


McDOWELL COUNTY. 


The population of the county cannot be less than 12,000. 
as the increase has been steady and yapid in the past five 
years. 

MARION 


Is the county seat, or capitol town of the county, at pres- 


ent but a small hamlet, located forty miles South Hast of 


Asheville, onthe Western North Carolina Rail Road, and 
twelve miles from the foot of the Blue Ridge mountains, 
Until the present time, Marion has had but few advantages, or 
such only as are common to way stations on ordinary south- 
ern thoroughfares, and hence her growth, until the present 
time has been slow. 

This has been mainly caused by lack of eapital to build up 
and develop her great natural resources and advantages, and 
until the present time, perhaps the lack of united effort on 
the part of her citizens to attract the attention of capital 
seeking investment, and immigrants seeking desirable homes. 
Notwithstanding all this, there is not one unoccupied dwell- 
ing house in the town. Several neat and commodious 
houses have been recently built and others are now in pro- 
cess of construction, and all find ready sale or immediate 
occupancy often betore the buildings are completed. 
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LOCATION. 


The site of the townis on gently elevated, rolling ground, 
composed of six ridges, three running East and West and the 
others North and South. Between each of these, rapid 
streams bound on their course to the Catawba river, carry- 
ing with them the refuse matter that is deleterious to health. 
Marion has an altitude of about 1,400 feet above sea level. 

Nestling, as the town does in the cove or valley, formed in 
the shape of a crescent, circled by the Black Mountains and 
its foot hills on the West, Blue Ridge on the North and Lin- 
ville Mountain on the North East, the location opens fairly 
to the South Eastward towards the rising sun, giving to the 
plaee, in the winter months, a warmth of temperature, that 
is unknown to trans-mountain counties North and West ot 
Marion. The natural location of the town is peculiarly at- 
tractive. On the North there is a strip of elevated table 
land, from any point of which can be seen some of the most 
celebrated mountain peaks of Western North Carolina, viz: 
The Table Rock, Hawk Bill, Grand Father, Yellow Moun- 
tain, Linville, Roan, Unaca or Unacoy. The Black Moun- 
tain with its peaks of celebrity, Mitehel’s, Clingman’s Dome 
and Craggie. On the South, near the town is a small, con- 
ical shaped hillock with an altitude of 300 feet above the 
town, called Mount Ida,a view from whichis charming. And 
between these points of interest, Mountain views of searce- 
ly less importanee and as charmingly picturesque if not so 
grand may be had. Perhaps at no given point in Western 
North Carolina, can so extended and sublime a view of 
Mountain Scenery be had as at almost any elevated point in 
and around the town of Marion. The distance’ of these 
mnountain peaks rising one above another, lends sublimity 
and grandeur to the enchanting views, and maps outa 
grand panorama to fascinate the beholder. 

Not only is this a place that must attract to it the pleasure 
seeker, and the invalid in search of renewed health and vig- 
or from the pure air of the towering mountains and crystal 
streams of freestone water that bubble up from the many 
springs or leap over their pebly beds, on their bounding way 
to the river beneath, but the recently fortunate cireumstance 
that places Marion at the crossing, or intersection of the 
Western North Carolina Railroad, now a branch of the 
Ricumonp & DanvitLe Rarroad, and the CHARLESTON, 
CINCINNATTI and Ciicaco RaArRoapD is destined, in the very 
near future, to make MARION A GREAT RAILROAD CENTRE. 


The Western N. C. Railroad runs from Salisbury in this | 


SS 
CR rt rrr eee id 
a ee A Or 


{AP fin fret a Sarr 
" om 


State via Asheville to Paint Rock on the Tennessee line, and 
a Western prong of the same road runs from Ashe- 
ville to Murphy, Cherokee county, in this State. Mario is 
on this line, tw elve miles Kast ot Old Fort, a beautiful little 
town located close up to the base of the Blue Ridge meoun- 
tains. ‘The Charleston, Cincinnati and Chicago ee 
with its starting point at Ch: ileston, S. C., extending Nort! 

across that State to Blacks Station, on the Ch: Siétte’ and At- 
Janta Air Line, then, via: Shelby and Ruthertordton, to Ma- 
rion on the Western N.C. R. R., thence ascending the Blue 
Ridge mountains, twelve miles North of the town, crosses 
this chain ot mountains without: itunnell, and ata grade lighter 
than any R. R. yet constructed over this chain of mountains 
in this or any other State, passing, as it does, through the 
finest mineral and timber jands of North Carolina, and one 


of the finest farming regions in our State. The importance of 


this location in a business sense in the very near future must 
necessarily be’self evident. This great enterprise now being 


pushed forward with rapidity and energy, many miles of 


the road being now ready for the rails, will certainly open up 
a bright future to this section, for it must be that penetra- 
ting, as this road does, the rich belt of magnetic Iron ore in 
North Carolina and Tennessee, as well as the immense cok- 
ing coal beds of South Western Va., and bringing these two 
powerful factors in close proximity. so as to make their com- 
bined values practically conducive to the prosperity of their 


‘sections, an era of prosperity and progress, such as few  pla-- 


ces have experienced, is about to dawn on this locality at an 
early day. This point will, practically, be of great import- 
ance from the other fact that here will be a Railroad centre 
of vast injportance. Two independent grand trunk lines 
crossing each other at Marron, one of which crosses on its 
way from Charleston, 8. C. to the Ohio river, almost every 
other trunk line in the U. S. running from the great com- 
mercial centres of the North to the West and South-west. 

Occupying the temperate belt on the border of the cotton 
growing counties of N. C., Cleveland and Rutherford coun- 
ties, and the colder and more elevated counties West of the 
Blue Ridge, possessing every variety of the best timber 
lands in the world, from yellow poplar, black walnut, cher- 
ry, ashe, yellow pine in abundance. Hickory and the va- 
rious growths of oaks rich gold bearing quartz and aurife- 
rous deposits, iron ores of the finest, purest and best qualities, 
precious Srones: from the diamond to the commonest gar- 
net, all of which have been found within a radius of from 
six to within fifteen miles of MARION, McDowell County 


Milpek sk aac 


possesses, advantages and inducements to every class of 
Immigrants whose presence is desirable and the investment 
of capital judiciously made, must prove greatly advantageous 
to those whoare secking to better their condition, ina country 
that is at present but sparsely settledandamonga people who 
being unable to develop the resourees of their country, 
earnestly desire to welcome others to cast their lot among 


them. 
SOILS. 


Through this section, one meets with almost every varie- 
ty of soil that can be found in any country, The upheav- 
als produced in ages past, by subterranean disturbances and 
convulsions of nature have so broken up the surface of the 
country that the most of the lands are either gentiy rolling, 
mountainous or alluvial lands on the banks of water courses, 
and on all of thesea great variety of soils can be found, trom 
the gravely gray, with a red clay subsoil, to the mulatto. or 
black loam, red clay and rich ‘aluvial bottom lands. Me- 
Dowell county is especially adapted to the growth ot the 
cereals, grasses, tobacco, trucking produets, grapes, apples 
and peaches; all thrive and grow to great perfection. Cot- 
ton can be grown, but not protitably. Tobacco, as a staple 
crop, always commanding cash, is peculiarly adapted to the 
country, and grows to perfection, especially the bright 
wrappers aud smokers. so eagerly sought after by manutac- 
turers. Iron ores, lead, zine, silver, gold i in quartz veins and 
rich placer deposits, marble, kaolin, miea, all of which may 
be mined and operated advantageously, gold is now being 
successfully mined froin placer deposits and by crushing 
quartz within twelve miles of MARION, and this industry is 
but in its infaney as yetin this county. Nuggets of gold, 
weighing from lio ounces to two pounds, have recently been 
found in operating these mines by the Vein Mountain 


Mining Company. 
CLIMATE. 


I can add nothing to this subject that ean give more informa- 
tion to the public than the articles written by Rev. C. T. Bland, 
Rector of Pauls Par Episcopal Cliurch of this place. Oliver 
Hicks, M. D. of Rutherfordton, whose consent is specially given 
to use the extract written for the North Carolina Medical Jour- 
nal, as applicable to this county, and also the article of B. A. 
Cheek, M. D., one of our resident physicians, both gentlemen 
eminent in the medical profession. of large practice and many 
years experionce as practitioners. ‘lo which we take pleasure 
in adding the statement of J. H. Gilkey, M. D.,a graduate of 
Jefferson Medical Col'e se, Philadelphia, Pa., who bas an ex- 
perience of twenty-five years practice in Marion. 
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TAXES. 

Possibly no section of country East or West is less burdened 
with taxation. The rato of taxes being about 1 1-10 per cent. 
upon an assessed valuation, which is actually not more than 50 
eents on the dollar of the actual cash value of the property. 
This includes taxes for all purposes, State aud county, making 
the taxes not to exceed about § of one per cent. based'upon a full 
valuation of the property subject to taxation. 


WATER POW ER. 

The sections of McDowell County, adjacent to Marion 
and Old Fort, have some of the finest water power on the 
Continent. South of Marton, Broad River contains sutt- 
cient water power to run machinery enough to spin and 
weave all the cotton of the South. This river in many pla- 
ces having a fall of 100 to 200 feet to the mile. On the 
North of Marion, lies the North Catawba River, a much 
larger stream, running twenty miles through a rich limestone 


farming country, with unlimited forests of the best timber of 
‘every variety. This river has a fall if possible greater than the 


“Broad.” Armstrong to the North, a tributary of North Ca- 
tawba, affords equal advantages. Tho new Railroad, previous- 
ly spoken of, traverses the country watered by these streams, 
and for miles runs near their banks or crosses the same. 


SCHOOLS. 

The public school fund of North Carolina is steadily increas- 
ing from year to year, and a deeper interest is being manifes— 
ted by each succeeding Legislature, and a purpose to place 
North Carolina in the first front, as to educational facilities, is 
being rapidly developed among our people. An annual tax is 
levied for School purposes, and all fines and forfeitures imposed 
are strictly appropriated to educational purposes. More rapid 
advancement has scarcely been made in any State in the South 
since the War in this respect. I take great pleasure right bere, 
for the benefit.of inquirers, of referring to an article from tbe 
pen of Hon. A. K. McClure, editor of the Philadelphia Times, prin- 


ted elsewhere. 
CHURCHES. 


In Western North Carolina and especially the section around 


- Manion, are represented, nearly all the leading evangelical de- 


nominations; the Baptist and Methodist being tbe strongest. 
While the Presbyterian, Episcopal and Lutberan are also re- 
presented. In the town of Marion, there are five Church or- 
ganizutions and edifices, viz: Baptist. Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal, white, and the Methodist Zion, colored church. 


POLITICAL PARTIES. 


In the Northern States, and especially among the rural pop- 


ulation, there is an impression, I might cali it a settled convic- 
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tion, that in the South, there is no toleration of political senti- 
ments that antagonize the democratic faith. Of Western North 
Carolina this cannot be said with truth. Isay il, defying suc- 
cessful contradiction, in no place, section or State, is gre: iter lib- 
erty of conscience, or of speech, in all matters, than in this State 
and especially in this section. The two great national parties 
of the present day Lave here full representation and warm, in- 
telligent advocates. 

‘There is no social ostracism on account of political creeds; in 
this county, for instance, there are about two hundred and fifty 
colored votes, yet in a popular vote of eighteen hundred to two 
thousand, the democratic majority ranges from two hundred to 
three hundred and fifty. We call attention to an incident of 
recent occurrence which will illustrate and confirm what we 
state relative to this matter. The County Board of Magistrates, 
under the laws of tho State, are endowed with power, and it is 
made their duty, to meet annually, on the first Monday in June, 
to levy taxes for county purposes. At the same mecting they 
also etect the Board of County Commissioners, the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for the County, appoints a Finance 
Committee for the County. In fact, this County Board 
of Magistrates has a general supervision over the most 
material interests of the county. A majority of the Magistrates 
of the county being democrats, at their last annual meeting, on 
the tirst Monday in June, 1886, 4 gentleman from the State of 
Mass., who bas resided in our county during the past five years, 
has been elected and holds the office of Magistrate, and is a 
very decided republican, and usually takes an active interest in 
politics, was elected Chairman of the Board of Magistrates for 
the ensuing year by acclamation. We also state that the pres- 
ent Mayor of Marion is a republican, elected by a Board of | 
Democratic Commissioners, The truth is, that our people 
welcome every good man, irrespective of the place of his nativi- 
ty and without regard to his political sentiments. In a aparse- 
ly settled country, as this is, a man soon develops a charactor, 
be it good or bad, and it very soon becomes generally known, 
much sooner than in places more densely populated, and here, 
a man’s character is the measure of his popularity, On the one 
hand, and of his so¢ial standing on tho other, and this too 
without regard to his political sentiments. 


PRICES OF LAND. 

Until recently tho title toa great quantity of land in this 
section, on the steep mountain sides, although heavily timber- 
ed and valuable, remained in the State, and had not been 
granted by letters patent. There is however vory little land, 
except in detached lots, that have not been appropriated, and 
most of this on rugged, rocky mountain sides. 

«?The original settlers, balf a century or more since, had taken 
up the level lands in large bodies on the banks of water courses. 
These lands can now be bad at reasonable figures from parties 


10 


owning a surplus, the changed character of the labor available 
for cultivation requiring a diminution of acreage. 

Within the last few years, lands have advanced, materially 
in price and value. In some instances the advance in the 
length of time mentioned, in the vicinity of Marion, has been 
from two to three hundred per cent. and yet the value of prop- 
erty bere is almost nominal, as compared with othor sections of 
less promise, and possessing not half the natural advantages of 
this place. There is but little difficulty touching the titles to 
lands. In North Carolina, seven years actual adverse possess- 
ion, under a color of title, and known and visible boundaries 
will perfect a title, otherwise defective, where the logal disabil- 
ities of coverture or infancy donot exist. So that, on improv- 
ed Jands under cultivation, tbere seldom arises any question of 
title. Abstracts of all titles to land offered for sale in this cata- 
Jogue can be had at any time, and a thorough investigation 
will be made before the contract need be closed as to any lot or 
boundary, the object being by presenting unquestionable titles 
to invite purchasers to settle here, and by rigid investigation to 
secure confidence. Titles will bo beyond legal cavil, before a 
contract is recommended by the writer. 


GRASSES. 


The system of farming adopted here, that of clearing new 
fields, year after year, and cultivating the hillsides in maze 
or Indian corn until they become worn out, has been a great 
drawback to this country. Untill the past twelve or fifteen 
years, but little wheat was grown in this county, and only 
a little oats in the Spring of the year were sown. Since 
that time, however, wheat and oats have become a staple 
crop on the farms, and large quantities are yearly shipped to 
other markets. For many years the impression was abroad 
among our farming population that wheat and oats could 
not be cultivated profitably here, simply because it had not 
been attempted. This delusion has been dispelled. and Me- 
Dowell county is becoming every year more and more a 
wheat growing country. 

The same may be said of the grasses. The red clay sub- 
soil land of this county produce the finest red clover, orchard 
grass, timothy and herds-grass, when set in these grasses 
while the lands are comparatively fresh, Clover and field 
peas are now freely and profitably grown and used for soil- 
ing and fertilizing wheat lands. Orchard and blue grass 
grow luxuriantly in this Co. in our forests, when the under- 
crowth has been cleared from the land Clover is, always, 
cut twice a year, and produces trom two to three tons per 
acre* 
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SHEEP HUSBANDRY AND DARIES. 

This section is highly favorable, and well adapted to these in- 
dustries. ‘he climate is so mild and the winter season so short, 
tbat it is not necessary to house your berds, only during the | 
months of Junuary, December and February. Ln fact, cattle 
and sheep do well and grow tat on the mountain sides in sum- 
mer, and frequently find forage enough in the sheltered coves, 
upon which to live nine or ten months in the year. No exten- 
sive or systematic attempt has been as yet mado to establish 
dairy farms, although herds of improved stuck have been started 
by sume of the more enterprising citizens on a small scale. The 
fine herd of Jersey cattle recently started by Mrs. M. A, Corpin- 
ing, three miles North of Marion on ber fine Catawba farm, bas 
attracted much attention, and is deserving of high commenda- 
tion, She bas also a fine flock of pure South-down sheep. 

It is to be hoped that this experimental venture of Mrs. Cor- 
pining, wilt induce others to invest, and especially, that those 
who have practical experience in these industries may be indu- 
ced to take up some of our surplus lands, while they can be bad 
so cheaply and engage in these iudustries. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Perhaps no section is better adapted to this industry than 
McDowell County. The immense forests furnish wild flowers | 
enough, without other cultivation to make this a land at least 
flowing with honey, while the equable climate of our short win- 
ters insure the successful wintering of colonics, 

POULTRY. | 

The poultry business is yet in its infancy, but is steadily 
increasing in importance, and with the increased demand 


that the markets of Charleston, 8. C. and Cincinnatti will | 
otter when the new railroad is completed, is destined to be- | 
come a leading industry and prove remunerative to syste- 
matie effort. No country can offer better facilities tor the 
successtul operation ot this branch of business than that 
found in Me Dowell county. 


| 
FRUITS. | 
Peaches grow to perfection on the mountain sides, in well 
| sclected localities, exempt from Spring frosts, and insure 
a yearly crop without failure. I have several supcrior lo- 
cations for sale, where peaches have never been known to be 
cut oft by frost. They are above the fog level. 

Apples are a staple product, yearly becoming of greater im-’ 
portance. The apples of Western North Carolina cannot be 
excelled anywhere, With a very small out-lay of money in 
the purchase of our cheap lands, au orchard may be set, that 
will yield of this fruit an abundant increase, highly remu- 

| nerative. 


ful culture of the Grarr, 


prove very remunerative, as this delicious fruit can be 
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GRAPES. 
Our lands are well and peculiarly adapted to the suecess- 
They grow luxuriantly and are 
singularly free from rot and mildew upon the hillsides. 

The business of grape culture, now in its infancy here, must 


Jat 


down in Cincinnatti and Chicago by the railroad, now in pro- 
cess of construction, via. Marion, at least two or three weeks 
earlier than tbe local vineyards can furnish them to those mar- 


keis. 


All the small fruits grow to perfection bere, and fruit 


growing for the Western and Northern markets can be made a 


great success, 


BUILDING MATERIAL. 


Our forests abound in poplar, yellow pine and other building 


material. 


Tke pine is generally used for building purposes, 


Pine lumber can be delivered on the spot at from $9.00 to $10.50 


per 1,000 feet. 


Good sawed heart pine shingles at $2.50 per 


1,000 and shaved at $2.50 to $2.75 per 1.000. 
At any point can be found a superior quality of red clay for 
making brick, or they can be purchased at from $4.50 to $6.00 


per 1,000 delivered on the spot. 


Excellent lime stone abounds 


in the North Catawba section, twelve miles from Marion. 

Tur Marton Hien Scnoor,—of which Prof. W. G. Ran- 
dall, A. B., University of N. C.. is Principal, aided by an ef- 
ficient corps of instructors, one of them being his highly ac- 


complished lady, Mrs. Anna Randall,—is an institution of 


learning, where young men are thoroughly prepared for any 
of the higher colleges, and young ladies for any of the best 


seminaries. 
State. 


This School cannot be surpassed by any in the 
The school room is a commodious brick building of 


two stories, and has six apartments appropriated to the va- 
rious purposes of properly conducting the School. 


DISTANCE FROM MARION TO: 


Asheville ve 2522 40 miles Dysartsville -___--~- 13 miles 
Morganton ~__.-~-- Dain Northe Coyeies het Lee 
Spruce Pine______- i Turkey Cove -_--~- LOej¢88 
Pint: Reeks 2. 2! 24 % Bltek Net. foe 2) rs 
Bakersville ___.___- Bo ee Buck Creek Falls _. 6 “ 
Crab ‘Tree Falls__..28 “‘ Pleasant Garden____ 3 - “ 
Vein Mountain____~ 2 * Rigs ie ee ekg 
Roan Mountain -_..43 “ Rutherfordton ~___- 2G ass 
Granberry 2. —< .... 42 Forest City... 2.3 a0, “ 
Linville Falls _.__ ~~ Ci CLs et en eg 50 “ 
Pagele sche oF aes. 20s Blowing Rock_---- AS tt 
OldwHlort 2d<2ssc0-12) Beene ee as te > 56“ 
Bariisyilles G25 3o 38 miles. 
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[Letter from B. A. CHEEK, HH. ee 


Manion, N. C., June, 1886. 
To Cot. P. J. SINCLAIR, 
Marion, N. C. 
Dear Sir:—In 1859, while attending my first course of 


lectures at the Univ. of Penn. Dr. Wm. Gerhard, Prof, of 


Clinical Med., examined my lungs and advised me to quit the 
Medical protession. Belicving “Vox homo non est Dei.” I 
graduated in 1861, my health then was so feeble I had to remain 
in Philadelphia until the late war broke out. I then went 
home and was at once put in the Army at Raleigh, N, Ca., as 
assistant surgeon under Dr. KB. Burke Haywood. I soon lett 
there for Va., following Gen’! Lee until the surrender, meau- 
while watching the effects of climate and water upon my con- 
stitution. During my stay with the Army as Surg. ofthe 22nd 
N. C. Regiment, in charge of many Hospitals. 1 bad ample op- 
portunities of seeing men from every portion of the United 
States, sick, wounded and in bealth. I was forcibly struck 
with the healthy appearance of those trom the mountains. 
During the war, I was eucamped in N. C., East and West Va., 
Maryland, and Ponn. .. and since then have made frequent v isits 
over these States, as well as Delaware and New Jersey, with 
the view of locating myself for life: after the War I eek in 
Warren Co., N. C., but soon found I bad to leave on account of 
my failing health. I came to McDowell in 1867, and svon re- 
covered without the aid of medicine. I then moved to Grecns- 
boro, N. C.; and remained twelve years, my bealth failed oon 
and I was forced to Icave a lucrative practice, and come here 

again, I must say,as to water, I believe it is as pure as ever 
percolated through the soil. The air is as pure as any that 
wafts across the foot-stool of Jehovah. Malaria cannot exist 
here, consequently we are exempt from all malarial diseases. 
If there is aspot a man can live out bis allotted time, I believe it 
is bere. I have heard men of all professions express themselves 
as believing this climate superior to Asheville. While the cli- 
mate and water of Buncombe is, I admit, good, that of Mc- 
Dowell, Iam sure is better. Let those suffering with Hepatic 
and Pulmonary troubles lay aside erroneous views of going to 
Florida, und come here and try our climate and water, for I 
feel assured that my opinion, based on a practice of over 25 
years, will fully justify me in recommending this county to 
invalids. By reterring to asupplement of Maury’ s Manual of 
Geograpby, you will see that McDowell Co. is located just East 
of the Blue Ridge, and I believe was intended by an all wise 
Providence to be nature's Sanitarium,—sheltered by the moun- 
tains on the West and North, with an Eastern and Southern 
exposure, with plenty of gaps in the Blue Ridge for thorough 


ventilation, The climate is not so hot, moist and enervating 


{ 13 


s ae ; 


aa linet ake atten aa iit mn 


nei ii CK cilia ct tachi a is ila aL lh st ag Alta ete elisa lh ta i tales 


14 
as the Kastorn section, nor so cold as West of the Ridge. Here 
we have a happy combination, our summers are not sv hot, and 
we ure blessed with cool nights which are so conducive to 
sleep, “nature’s sweet restorer,” und fit us for our next days du- 
tics; While our winters are generally milder than the Nortiern 
and Western sections, Our iittle village, which is located on 
the W. N. GC. RR, is surrounded by everything necessary vo 
make it attractive. {Jt will soon be a railroad centre woich 
will give to visitors all the advantages of travel they need want. 
We will extend them a bearty welcome from all sections of the 
world, and promise to do what we can to encourage the emigra- 
tion of industrious people of all classes to settle in our midst. 
Long since have we buried beneath the waters of Lethe in ob- 
livion’s sea the remembrance of the War, and can assure our 
Nortbern friends if they will come in our midst we wiil extend 
to them the band of fraternal love, and do what we can to 
make them bappy, fully appreciating the fact that what will 
add to their interest will 1ucrease ours. 

; _ B. A. CHEEK, M. D. 


(Letter from J. H, GILKEY, M. D.) 
Manion, N. C., June Ist, 1886. 
Cor. P. J. SINCLAIR, 

Dear Sir:—Ilaving been engaged in the practice of my pro- 
fession in this plave und vicinity, for about twenty-five years, 
1 think I can sately say that no locality in Western North Car- 
olina, possesses greater natural advantages as # health resort, 
or for the establishment of a sanitarium. 

There are no sluggish streams or stagnant lakes to generate 
malaria, but being billy and undulating it is naturally drained, 
and is consequently free from many epidemics dangerous to the 
public health, which often prevail in other sections of the coun- 
try. Itis protected from the bicak North West winds by the 
Biue Ridge and Black Mountain, and is not subject to the sud- 
den changes, dense fogs and great dampness, that prevail at 
greater altitudes and more immediately in the mouutains. 

The air is pure and bracing, the water abundant, cvol and 
sparkling, the scenery grand and picturesque, making it a 
most desirable retreat tor invalids, especially those suttering 
from pulmonary affections, discases of malarial origin, or 
from nervous depression, a residence in this climate, in such 
cases often doing more in the way of cure, than any amount, 
or kind of medication. von. GIy, Me D: 
Supt. McDowell Co., Board of Health. 


[Letter from Rev. C. T. Bland, Rector Pauls P. HE. Church of 
Marion. ] 

Marion, N.C., May, 1886. 

Cot. P. J. SINCLAIR, 
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Western section to its valuable timber, its mineral wealth, 
and the natural fertility of its soil, all of which should not 
only incline her own people to remain at home instead of 
going to the West, but also to invite the enterprising who 
wish to invest their capital profitably. 

While so much can justly be said of these inducements 
to invite immigration and to retain her own people, too 
much cannot be said in regard to the healthfulness of the 
mountain region of this noble State. With its rapid streams 
ot clear pure waters, not allowing the deposit gf miasmatic 
germs along their banks, its pure elastic atmosphere vitaliz- 
ing the blood at every breath, its beautiful scenery to elevate 
and give healthy employment to the mind. All of which 
are calculated to produce and retain health. While what 
has been said applies to all the mountain district, still I am 
fully satisfied, that for persons afilicted, or inclined to lung | 
diseases, the Eastern Slope of our mountains are peculiarly 
adapted, for the simple reason, that, in a great measure, they 
are sheltered from tle very cold winds which prevail else- 
where, This advantage this region has in addition to what 
it possesses in common with the other sections of the Moun- 
tain region of our State. 

It has advantages over many other places of resort for 
such eases, while Aiken, S. C. has justly an extensive fame, 
cause in a considerable degree by the dryness of climate,* 
and an atmosphere impregnated with the exhalations of the 
pine forests, yet its waters are not so pure, its summers not so 
cool, nor its air so elastic. 

Florida has a warm and genial climate, but its elevation 
is too low to give elasticity to its atmosphere, which is so 
helpful to weak lungs. 

I will add a little personal experience. I came to this 
State, January, 1855, an invalid with throat troubles, and 
lungs threatened. I had spent several years at Aiken, with 
some benefit, but when I moved to Rutherfordton in this 
State a positive improvement took place, and now I enjoy 
perfect health. Ihave resided in these Mountain districts 
since my coming to North Carolina, have taken but little 
medicine, so that my improvement can be attributed mainly 
it not entirely to climatic influences, 


* T desire to call especial attention to the climatic map, recently published by Prof. 
Dennison. of Col No special bias could possibly influence a favorable report from him in 
favor of the locality ; yet he places this section upon an equal footing with Aiken,S C. in 
the Spring season for dry ness of atmosphere, This map was based on observations taken 
west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. well known, in this section, to be damper than the 
rolling ground of the foot hills beneath, where Marion is located. 

See Prof. Deunison’s Climatic Map, 1585. 
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T have tried both sides of the Mountain ridves, and am 
satisfied in my mind that this side is to be preterred, 
I have lived in McDowell county for the last four years, 
and find it equal to any of these favored sections. 


CoTy BLAND, 


[ Oliver aes, M. D. inthe North Carolina Medical Journal.) 


written for and published in the N.C, Medical Journal, and 
we have his express permission to state that it is applicable 
to MeDowell county and the region around Marion. 

“In nine-tenths of all cases of destruction of lung tissue, I 

have met here the cause can be found in neglected ynenmo 
nia, bronchial ecatarrah, ete., without any history of, or cause 
to suspect hereditary tubercular taint, These patients al- 
; most invariably have excellent family history, most of them 
are passed middle lite, and they were when first attacked | 
thoroughly dosed by the many ignorant “quacks.” [have | 
known many instances of restor: ition to comparatively good | 
health follow infiltration, caseous degeneration, superlation 
and discharge from the lung. 

T have now under observation, sons and daughters and | 
grand-sons and grand-daughters whose ancestors are known 
to have had tubercular phithisis (hereditary) when they first | 
eame here. The sons and daughters, many of them now | se 
past the meridian of life, are stout, healthy and show no 
other sign of inherited phthisis than a slight approach to 
the phthiscal physique in some of them, and more than or- s. 
dinary susceptibility to bronchial and other catarrhs. The 
grand-children show no indication whatever of the tubercular : 
diathesis; indeed, where there has been no intermarriage of 
consumptives, there are no indications of constitutional vice 
of any character among them. 

Persons who come here on account of lung troubles, so 
far as I have been able to ascertain, always improve, and if | 
under any care, with but a small quantity of medicine. I 
can refer to many cases in point,—among them is a gentle- 
man sent by a prominent physician trom Chie cago to Hen- | 
dersonviile five years ago. Ie had colliquative : sweats, pro- 
fuse purulent expectoration —in a word, he had hecti¢ tever, 
with its concomitants. when he left Chicago. Ile found the 
climate too cold and changeable for Lim west of the Blue 
Ridge; he removed to the Eastern slope of the mountains, and 
began to improve in a few days, Ile has for two years been 


| 
By permission of Dr. Ilicks we publish the following, 
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phthisical patients are known to. exist here, and from care- 


sTK 


mews the duties of Internal Revenue Collector. I 
have many similar instances. 

The cause of such facts must be sought in climatie, topo- 
graphical and other physical influences * * * * % * 
* = = * * The average elevation above sea-level is 
about fifteen hundred feet, the surface is hilly; the streams 
have so much fall that it is impossible for material produet- 
ive of malaria to accumulate; the forests have been well pre- 
served; balsams, pines, cedars, spruces, ete., abound in the 
hills, and there are immense bodies of primitive forest yet 
untouched; the soil is very fertile and naturally well drained; 
the air fresh, cool, exhilarating, sweet with balsams and pure 
as ether; : the water cold, free, sweet and clear as crystal; in- 
sect pests are scarcely known to exist—reptiles only in the 
rocky clifts. 

In a practice of twenty years here, extending to all sec- 
tions of this immense cove, I have not seen a ease of inter- 
mittent fever, nor one more closely approaching remittent 
than may be observed in ordinary continued fevers during 
the morning hours. 

We have a high, dry, light, clastic atmosphere, entirely 
free from mal ial or other contamination, and a more 
equable temperature than is known anywhere the same dis- 
tance from the depressing heat of the tropics. The winds 
from the colder points of the compass are broken up by the 
mountain ranges surrounding us and thrown into the high-' 
er atmospheric currents. I had a striking illustration of 
this fact in 1884—a cyclone that came from North Georgia 
was thrown upwards by the high ranges west of us; it did 
not reach the earth again for about thirty miles this side of 
the Blue Ridge, w here it struek an elevated plateau in the 
northeast corner of this cove and eight miles west of Cherry 
Mountain, which again diverted it upwards, to descend again 
near Newton, It caused frightful destruction near the 
mountain top. We have no steady winds from the cold 
quarters—oceasional winds of a few minutes duration in win- 
ter, and from gentle to brisk mountain breezes in summer, 
is about the history of our winds, 

From careful observation, embracing twenty years prac- 
tice, including a large consultation practice in all parts of 
this remarkable locality, Tam prepared to affirm that there 
are combined here most powerful influences that antagonize ’ 
the development and progress of tubercular phthisis, that in 
the-present state of medical knowledge the climatic, atnos- 
pheric and topographical conditions most favorable to 
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ful clinical observation, that hereditary predisposition to 
tubercular phthisis decreases from parent to offspring, and 
that where there is no intermarriage of consumptives thc 
hereditary taint is eradicated trom the third generation, and 
but feebly developed in the second generation. I do not 
base my assertions upon the history of a few, but upon 
maoy cases and instances. 

If there is anywhere a refuge tor the victims of that most 
dreadful scourge of the human race, tubercle, it is here. 
Nature in ordering the ‘“cternal fitness of things,’ must 
have fitted up this grand mountain cove as her sanitarium. 
her house of refuge for the victims of tubercular phthisis, 
The fact that residence in Western North Carolina is bene- 
ficial to consumptives has long been known; Prof. Dickson 
refers to it in his work on practice. For years that class of 
invalids have resorted here, but a very large majority of 
them have gone west of the Blue Ridge, where they have 
been exposed to the cold, humid winds of the north and 
west, from which they would have been entirely protected 
here on the eastern and southern slopes of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains.” From a short residence there I was soon con- 
vinced that the winds were too cold, the atmosphere too hu- 
mid and the vicissitudes of temperature too great, too sud- 
den and too frequent for the delicate tissues and_ sensitive 
organizations of phthisical subjects to endure with impunity; 
subsequent observations sustain me. 


“HOW OTHERS SEE US.” 
A. K. Me CLURE, ED. PHILADELPHIA TIMES, SAYS: 


“North Carolina is now single from the other reconstructed 


States in having attained, solely by the efforts of her own peo- 


ple, a bigher dewree of general prosperity than was ever before 
attained in ber history, She bas a more prosperous and thrif- 
ty people to day than at any period of the past, and there is 
more capital employed and less debt, State and individual, than 
at any time in the last balf century. Texas has surpassed the 
Old North State because of ber large influx of immigration and 
wealth; but North Carolina has fewer foreigners and a more 
complotely homogenoous population than other State of the 
Union. Since the rescue of the State from the tempest of prof- 
ligacy that swept over it after the war, taxes steadily dimin- 
ish, and the schools have increased until they proffer educa- 
tion to every child in the commonwealth, regardless of color. 
Hor legitimate dobt is steadily reduced; her treasury has a 
large surplus; her bumane institutions, conducted with equal care 
and outlay for both races, are monuments of credit; her public 


improvements have kept pace with the growing wanis of ber 
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people; her authority reflects the pride of the State in its 
stainless integrity, and thrift and content are the common 
blessings of her people. When it is considered that North 
Carolina has every important mineral within her borders, 
from gold to iron; that she has every variety of soil for 
every variety of crops, from wheat to cotton; that she has 
every varicty of climate, from the sunny southern coast to 
the chills of the highest peak of the Appalachian range; that 
she has water-power enough in a single river to spin and weave 
the whole cotton of the South, and that her lands are nearly as 
cheap aad her climate better than the West—when theso facts 
are weighed in the scale of intelligence, the momentous mean- 
ing of a New South, with sectional tranquility assured, may it 
be understood in the North as it is now understood in the Car- 
olinas. 


—— 


TOWN PROPERTY. 


The following is a partial description of a fow tracts of land, 
together with somo of the town property now in my bands for 
sale at fair figures and on good terms: 


Marion, N. C. 


Lot No. 1—New Frame Dwelling, eight rooms, modern arch- 
itecture, handsome and attractive, popular end of town, South 
Main street, lot 66 ft. front x 320. This property is very desir- 
able. 

No. 2—Four unimproved lots, on South Main street, very 
choice location, beautiful building sites, skirted by largo oak 
trecs for shado. Lots 66 x 320 each. 

No. 3.—Iive unimproved lots, 66 x 300 each, South Main 
street, all convenient to business, not more than three squares 
from depot, desirable situation, attractive building sites. 

No. 4.—Elegant New Dwelling House, now being constructed, 
lot 120 feet x 320, corner of Main and Fort street, rear faces on 
Garden street, ninc large rooms, modern architecture, every 
convenience, beautiful location, one square from Court House, 


—$——————————_——_——— 


LIVERY, FRED AND SALE STABLES, 


Logan Street, Marion, N. C. 


ey ae 
JAMES HEVPHELELS’, 
You will find Crack Teams! Splendid Vehicles! Safe and 


polite Drivers. 
Don’t fail to get your teams of HEMPHILL. 
get y ; 


Lot No 5.—Two unimproved lots on South Main street. 
Business part of town, exch 66x320. Good business sites, 
or suitable for dwelling houses. 

Lot No. 6.—Neat, commodious, new dwelling house, 
frame. Fronts on Main street, corner lot, runs with Fort 
street 320 fect. Frontage on Main and Logan streets $8 


| feet. House éontains 7 rooms, and brick basement, orna- 


mented yard. Very desirable property, every modern im- 


provement. Reasonable terms. 


Lot No. 7.—Business site,4 square from Anit Ilouse, 


| North Main street. Front 66} feet, 320 deep, rear front on 


Logan street. Frame store house on Main street. Very 
desirable lot, choice business location. Terms reasonable. 
Lot No. 8.—-Choice building site on North Main street, 
front 45 feet x320, rear tront on Logan street. This is very 
desirable property and can be purchased at reasonable fig- 


ures and on good terms. 


No, 9.—Desirable [Hotel property, North Main street, 


| Marion. } square from Court Ilouse, brick, two story. 
| Building 113 feet front, two tier of rooms on both floors. 


Brick L for dining room and kitchen. Lot has 2 full 3 | 
acres. Frouting on Main and Logan streets. On rear front | 


4! Logan street, are splendid sites for private dwelling houses. | 


Terms reasonable. 
No. 10 —Two full halt acre lots, west of No. 9, front on 


| Logan street and Fort street. Lots unimproved, desirable 


property. Reasonable figures 
No. 11.—Good brick dwelling house. Ilalf acre of land. 
Oak grove grounds. Delightful location, shady in summer, 


‘sheltered in winter. 


MORPHEW & ELLIOTT, 


| THE LEADING DRUGGISTS OF MARION, N. 


In the Brick Building, 
—MAIN STREET.— 


— Dealers in— 


Fine Drugs, Chemicals, Select Toilet 
Articles, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, &ce. 


gayPrescriptions accurately prepared at all hours. 
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War © ant Pi aie 
|Maxion High Scheel, 
MARION, MIcDOWELL COUNTY, NV. C. | 
| WM. G. RANDALL, A: B., Principal. 


TUITION PER TERM O¥ TWENTY WEEKS: 
Primary Classes, FE = & :s a $10 00 | 
Intermediato Classes, is fi J 12 50 | 
Advanced Classes in English, with Iligher Math- 
ematics, 
Latin, Greek, French and German, each, “extra, 2 50 | 
Music, Instrumental, is “ PI UR) 
Tuition charges must be paid promptly at the end of cach 
month (four weeks). Tuition is charged from date of en- 
trance till close of the Term. No deduction is made except 
in case of pupil’s illness, for more than one week. 
BOARD. — 
Good Board, including fuel, lights, &e., can be procured 
in the village at from $7.00 to ‘$10. 00 per month. 
ADVANLAGES§. 
Ad excellent brick building of six rooms, four churches, 
grand mountain scencry, pure air and water, and good phy- 


sicians. 
ped>For further particulars, address the Principal at Ma- 


rion, N. C. 
RGN 
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iS holes 18 hy retail dealer in—— 


Groceries, Dry Goods, Boots & Shoes, 
Clothing. 


Corner of Main and Court Streets, — 
MARION, N. C. | 
Goods at retail. Goods by the package. Goods by the | 
caso. Goods at bottom rock figures for cash or barter. | 


COUNTRY PRODUCE 
Bought and Sold for Cash or Purchased on Short Com- | 


mission. - 
BeOS Sa PO BE Ge CPD UPS ADU BEW BEG iw > 


Shoes! Shoes!! The best line of the leading Manufac- 
turers always found at BURGIN’S, corner of Main and 


Court streets. 
CuILpREN’s Suors! Lapigs’ Suors! Men’s Suors! } 


; THE BEST AT BURGIN’S, CORNER OF RAIN AND COURT STREETS, 
4 _ MARION, N. C. 
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MARLON, We Go : | 


OrFicE: Court House. 


Practices in all tho Courts. Land Titles Examined. 


You can get the best line of SHOES, at 
C. A. DALE’S, Main Street, 


Marion, N. C. | 


Buy Piedmont Wagons of | 
C. A. DALE, Main Street. 


Kvery body buys their Dry Goods at 
C. A. DALE’S, Main Street. 


Fancy and staple Groceries at 
C. A. DALE’S. | 


Miner and dealer in N. C. Mica, 
Main Street, Marion, N. C. 
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Get your Nails, Paints, Lime and all Building Material at 


BLANTON & DYSART’S, Fain Street, Marion, H. C. 


| 
| 
Buy your DRY GOODS at Ileadquarters of {| 
BLANTON & DYSART'S, Niain Street, Marion, N.C. | 


Buy your Tobacco and Wheat Fertilizers of 
BLANTON & OYSART’S, Main Street, Marion, N. C. 


Groceries, Fresh and pure always found at 
BLANTON & DYSART’S, Main Street, Marion, N. C. 
Saddlery and Harness, Manufactured by 
BLANTON & DYSART, fain Street, Marion, WN. C. 
Are the best in the Market. 


Powder, Steel and Fuse at 
BLANTON & DYSART’S, Main Street, Narion, N. C. 


} 
Miners and Rail Road Contractors all buy their dynamite, | 
| 


| 
| 
Buy your Goods of | 
GO. As DATIBE i. 
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20, 40, 46 aid JO cts. per 100, post paid. 


HARRELI’S PRINTING HOUSE, 
WHLDON, Wo Gn 
L Want te Do Your Printing. 


T have facilities for doing all kinds of printing from 
asmail business card to a mammoth newspaper or book, 
not only in an artistic manner, but also quick and cheap. 

Work always delivered at time promised. Iave large 
Composing Rooms, many large power presses, Book Bind- 
ery, Large Vaults for storing plates, and, in fact, everything 
essential to a first-class Metropolitan Printing Establishment. 

[ make a specialty of printing Books and Catalogues. 

My work and prices will astonish you. 

Nstimates sent to any part of the United States. 

For years, I have been doing work for some of the lar- 
gest firms in the United States. 

References furnished upon application. 

Law Blanks are my specialty and I sell them all at 
from 10 to 60 ets. per 100, post paid. 

All Standard Law Blanks sold at 35, 40, 45 and 50 cts. per 
100, post paid, put up in the best of stylo and best of paper. 

Law forms are stereoptyped, and I can nearly always ship 
by return mail. I make a specialty of Stereoptyping Books, 
Showmen’s printing and any other printing of long and cheap 
runs. 

Patent Medicine Men, Manufacturers, Publishers, in short, 
any one who has any printing to be done should consult with 
me before going elsewhere. Don’t forget this. 

Wire-stitching done. 

Another thing, I take caro of my customers, 7. ¢., 1 study 
to please and never give any one a chanco to growl. 

Old, chronie cranks smile when they get their printing 
done bere. 


I don’t want to toot my horn too much, and will conclude , 


by saying, if you want a good live printer, born in the present 
century! drop in on me. Respectfully, &e.. 
J.A. HARRELL, Pro. 
HARRELL’S PRINTING HOUSE, 
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